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Week #1: God’s Design for Work 
 

Genesis 2: 15-18 ESV 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God 

commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 18 Then the 

Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 

 

Study Questions 
What does this passage teach us about God (e.g., His attributes, character, actions, thoughts)? 

 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach us about God’s design for mankind (e.g., mankind’s relation with God, character, 
abilities, purpose)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach us about God’s design for work (see verse 15)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application Questions 
How might you do work differently each day if you stayed aware of God’s intended design for work? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Name 1 person not here in today’s session with whom you will try to share 1 thing you learned from today’s 
discussion:  
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Week #2: Work After the Fall 
 
Genesis 3: 16-19 ESV 
16 To the woman he said, 
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
    in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, 
    but he shall rule over you.” 
17 And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
    and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 
 

Study Questions 
What does this passage teach you about God and His view of sin? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach you about mankind after the fall?  

 

 

 

What does this passage teach you about work after the fall? How does work in this passage compare with 
Genesis 2:15-18? 
Genesis 2: 15-18 NRSV 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden;  
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 

Genesis 2:15-18    Genesis 3:16-19 
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Application Questions 
In what ways have you experienced or witnessed brokennes in the workplace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there specific areas of brokenness in your workplace that need prayer today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name 1 person not here in today’s session with whom you will try to share 1 thing you learned from today’s 
discussion:  
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Week #3: God’s Big Plan 
 
Ephesians 1: 3-10 NIV 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 

Study Questions 
What does this passage teach you about God and His Big Plan for “all things in heaven and on earth” (see verses 
9-10)?   

 

 

 

What does this passage teach you about mankind? How does the relationship between God and mankind in this 
passage compare to Genesis 2: 15-18? 
Genesis 2: 15-18 NRSV 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 

 

 

 

In 3-5 sentences, how would you summarize what you’ve learned about God and mankind based on Genesis 
2:15-18 (God’s design for work), Genesis 3:16-19 (work after the fall), and Ephesians 1:3-10 (God’s Big Plan)? 

 

 

 

Application Questions 
Today, who is Jesus to you personally? What does your relationship with Jesus tell you about who you are? 

 

How does knowing the “mystery of [God’s] will… to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under 
Christ” make you feel? 

 

 

Imagine you are sitting next to God and have an ability to see His thoughts. From His point of view, how does 
He see your present situation as part of His Big Plan? Why do you think God has allowed you to be where you 
are living and working right now? 

 

 

 

Name 1 person not here in today’s session with whom you will try to share 1 thing you learned from today’s 
discussion:  
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Week #4: Work Redeemed in Christ 
 
Ephesians 2: 1-10 (ESV) 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—  3 among 
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—  6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God,  9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
 
 
Study Questions 
What does this passage teach you about God? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach you about mankind who are saved by grace through faith in Jesus? 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach you about work for those who are in Christ? 

 

 

 

 

Application Questions 
How does God’s mercy, grace and love for you and your new identity in Jesus Christ transform the way that you 
work? Or how would you like it to? 

 

 

 

What is 1 example of a specific way in which you would like to reflect your identity in Jesus more in your daily 
life this week, particularly at work? 

 

 

 

Name 1 person not here in today’s session with whom you will try to share 1 thing you learned from today’s 
discussion:  
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Week #5: Called to Work  
 
Ephesians 4:1 ESV 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called 
 
Study Questions 
Looking at this verse in light of Ephesians chapters 1-3, what does this passage teach you about God and His 
role in mankind’s “calling”? 
 
 
 
 
 
What does this passage teach you about mankind and the way they should “walk” (or work)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does this passage teach us about “calling” and its relationship with our daily work? Consider that in some 
translations, the word “vocation” is used instead of “calling.” 
 
 
 
 
Application Questions  
At this point in your Christian journey, how do you envision your call to God’s mission in the world?  (Source: 
Fuller Theological Seminary )  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name 1 person not here in today’s session with whom you will try to share 1 thing you learned from today’s 
discussion:  
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Optional Resources for Facilitators  
 
Week #1: God’s Design for Work  
Key Takeaways from Passage: 

● God is a God who works (creates) 
● Mankind was created in the image of a God who works (creates) 
● Work is a fundamental part of God’s design for His creation. Work is modeled by God, entrusted by God, 

service to God, and done in partnership with God and others.  
 
The State of Christians and Work: 

● Research  by LeTourneau & Barna Group found --  
○ 70% of Christians in the workplace are unsure how their work serves God 
○ 78% say their work is less valuable than their pastor’s  
○ 60% lack clarity about their calling  

● Barna Trends 2018  found that Gen Z (13-19 years old) agree strongly that “professional / educational 
achievement” (43%) is very important to their sense of self over all other choices including “family 
background / upbringing” (34%) and “religion / religious beliefs” (34%)   

 
Theology of Work Commentary: 
"The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it" (Gen. 2:15). These two 
words in Hebrew, avad (“work” or “till”) and shamar (“keep”), are also used for the worship of God and keeping 
his commandments, respectively.[1] Work done according to God’s purpose has an unmistakable holiness. Adam 
and Eve are given two specific kinds of work in Genesis 2:15-20, gardening (a kind of physical work) and giving 
names to the animals (a kind of cultural/scientific/intellectual work). Both are creative enterprises that give 
specific activities to people created in the image of the Creator. By growing things and developing culture, we 
are indeed fruitful. We bring forth the resources needed to support a growing population and to increase the 
productivity of creation. We develop the means to fill, yet not overfill, the earth. We need not imagine that 
gardening and naming animals are the only tasks suitable for human beings. Rather the human task is to extend 
the creative work of God in a multitude of ways limited only by God’s gifts of imagination and skill, and the 
limits God sets. Work is forever rooted in God's design for human life. It is an avenue to contribute to the 
common good and as a means of providing for ourselves, our families, and those we can bless with our 
generosity. Read More . 
 
 
Week #2: Work After the Fall 
Key Takeaways from Passage: 

● God is serious about sin  
● Mankind rebelled against God and suffered the consequences 
● Work after the fall is broken. It is cursed, no longer entrusted but sentenced by God due to man’s rebellion, 

no longer service but needed for survival, no longer done in partnership but alienates mankind from God 
and others  

 
Example of consequences of work after the fall: The Workplace is Killing People and Nobody Cares 
 
Theology of Work Commentary: 
It is important to note that when work became toil, it was not the beginning of work. Some people see the 
curse as the origin of work, but Adam and Eve had already worked the garden. Work is not inherently a curse, 
but the curse affects the work. In fact, work becomes more important as a result of the Fall, not less, because 
more work is required now to yield the necessary results. Read More. 
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Week #3: God’s Big Plan 
Key Takeaways from Passage: 

● God is serious about sin  
● Mankind rebelled against God and suffered the consequences 
● Work after the fall is broken. It is cursed, no longer entrusted but sentenced by God due to man’s rebellion, 

no longer service but needed for survival, no longer done in partnership but alienates mankind from God 
and others  

 
Theology of Work Commentary: 
The first half of Ephesians unfolds the grand narrative of God’s salva tion of the whole cosmos. Even before the 
“foundation of the world,” God graciously chose us in Christ for relationship with him and to live out his 
purpose in the world (Eph. 1:4–6). At the core of this purpose, God will “gather up all things in Christ, things in 
heaven and things on earth” (Eph. 1:10). To put it differently, God will restore the whole cosmos, once bro ken by 
sin, under the authority of Christ. The fact that God will renovate his creation reminds us that this 
world—including farms, schools, and corporations—matters to God and has not been abandoned by him. Read 
More. 

 

Week #4: Work Redeemed in Christ 

Key Takeaways from Passage: 
● God brings us Good News out of love, mercy and grace  
● Mankind is not saved by works, but for good works through Jesus Christ  
● Work is transformed through Jesus Christ. It is a fundamental part of God’s plan for redeeming creation, 

is determined by God, is discovered in Christ, and designed for community  
 
Theology of Work Commentary:  
Thus Ephesians gives a new perspective, not only about God but also about ourselves. Our lives, our actions, 
and indeed our work take on fresh meaning. We live differently, we worship differently, and we work differently 
because of what God has done and is doing in Christ. We do what we do with our lives, including our 
professional lives, in response to God’s saving activity and in fulfillment of the assignment he has given us to 
cooperate with him. Each one of us has been called by God to participate in God’s work in the world (Eph. 4:1). 
Read More. 
 
 

Week #5: Called to Work  
Key Takeaways from Passage: 

● Calling is an invitation to be part of God’s redemptive plan for creation through Jesus Christ  
○ It is received by all who are in Christ   
○ It is an expression of what God has done and the identity we received in Christ  
○ It integrates who we are in Christ with what we do  
○ It is holistic work that encompasses all of life, not just paid “secular” profession or “church 

work” 
○ It is the “why” behind all that we do on earth  
○ It requires intentionality  
○ It may entail earthly suffering  

 
Theology of Work Commentary:  
Every Christian shares in this calling. Thus our tru est and deepest vocation (from the Latin word for “calling”) is 
to do our part to advance the multifaceted mission of God in the world. This calling shapes everything else we 
do in life, including our work.  Read More .  
 
Theology of Business Institute: 
Your Spiritual Gifts in the Marketplace Assessment 
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Want to share feedback? 
 
Please use this Form to provide feedback on this 5-week Bible study resource: 
https://forms.gle/6YVbwB1QDpEeuYmt9 
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